
Displaced Listening

TAITO FUSHIMI, Faculty of Policy Management, Keio University, Japan

Additional Key Words and Phrases: Sound Walk, Sound Art, Urban noise, Sound-based navigation, Soundscape

1 Program Notes
Displaced Listening is a project set in Shibuya in which two strangers, each equipped with binaural microphones and

earphones, exchange the sounds of their respective surroundings in real time. Relying on these exchanged auditory cues,
they move through the city in an attempt to encounter one another.

As a center of consumer society, the city attracts large numbers of people and is constantly saturated with a wide array
of sounds, including advertising audio from digital signage, street speeches, and public transportation announcements. In
everyday life, however, many of these sounds are perceived as meaningless noise and are habitually ignored.

In this work, such sounds function as clues that bring the two participants closer together. Depending on each other’s
auditory perception, they navigate the urban environment and begin to discern the position and presence of the other
within what would otherwise be considered noise. Here, noise is not treated as something to be eliminated, but rather as a
medium that generates relationships with others. Through this shift in perspective, the project attempts to reexamine and
reconfigure our understanding of the urban environment.

Fig. 1. "Displaced Listening", 2025.
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