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1 PROGRAM NOTES

Curiosity does not always kill a cat, sometimes it makes a god. Welcome to the world of "When the Rain God Sings,
Storm Lions Are Born" (‘Rain Gods’) by multi-award winning composer Yunyu. This is a supernatural world of cats,
thunder and new gods. The old god has gone fishing, you see, so she leaves her drums for the next unsuspecting human
to play, for this is how new gods are made. This is the world where drums play tunes and cats must first be appeased
and fed so they can grow up and make thunder for the new gods. It is all very hard work. Commissioned by Taikoz,
Percussion Australia and brought to life by the masterful Ryuji Hamada, Yunyu re-purposes a linear DAW, Logic X with
a goal of turning a single performer into a performer/conductor. This is a seamless exploration of musical composition
and instrument making, where traditional playing techniques of Taiko drumming are considered and mapped onto
their electronic counterparts [Roland’s Taiko-1], pushing the limits of what taiko playing can be. This is a cautionary
tale for the accidental gods amongst us. In a further development by Vfx Artist/Director Emma Smith, the performance
intertwines sound and light with reactive weather patterns and a responsive ecosystem primarily comprised of cats, all
changing in response to the playful musical landscape.

Keep an eye out for the installation that accompanies this this performance – "Be your own Rain God" where
audiences can make their own thunderstorm. This is a tale of negotiation between environmental forces and human
will, where humankind are not always in control although we often think we are.

2 PROJECT DESCRIPTION

2.1 Background

In Japan, a Taiko is a drum; performances are often accompanied by stories, movement and percussive rhythms. The
spirit behind Rain Gods is one of adventure and exploration of what a composition for a Taiko can be when it has to be
prepared for its electronic counterpart (Roland’s Taiko-1). One of the key challenges of the composition was expanding
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